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The Torah in general, and the Book of Genesis/Breishit in particular, offers inspirational wisdom as

to how best live one's life to achieve maximum meaning, ethical behavior, personal satisfaction and

communal contribution. This book uncovers much of that wisdom, all the while promoting a vision of

traditional Judaism that focuses on the positive contained within it -- the 'shir', or song, of Judaism if

you will. For too long people have been misled to believe that traditional Judaism is all about

learning how to say 'no' when in fact is is primarily about learning how to say 'yes' in a most

insightful, celebratory and powerful way.
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Rabbi Pear's book speaks to the heart ... emphasizing the great importance of both Jewish unity

and strong identification with Israel ... and all of this BeSimcha (with joy). --Natan Sharansky,

Chairman of the Jewish AgencyRabbi Pear is never without a smile on his face and a warm, loving

word for every worshipper in his community. His uncompromising optimism which radiates from his

countenance is captured in the wonderful divrei torah that are to be found in this volume. Read

them, share them with friends and internalize them. They are an inspiration. --Rabbi Haskell

Lookstein, Congregation Kehilat JeshurunWhat a delightful addition to the sea of Torah scholarship!

In 'Shir Hadash' Rabbi Pear evidences his unique ability to make the text come alive with

excitement, clarity and relevance. By emphasizing the positive lessons to be learned from the

Torah, Rabbi Pear has fashioned a volume that is certain to inspire readers of all backgrounds. A

MUST READ! --Rabbi Shmuel Goldin, Congregation Ahavat Torah, Honorary President Rabbinical



Council of America

Ian ( ) Pear, a Rabbi, lawyer and social activist living in Jerusalem, is the founder of Shir Hadash, a

popular Jerusalem based Synagogue, Educational Institute and Community Center, as well as an

expert in Israeli and Jewish environmental law, and a leader in the Spiritual Diplomacy efforts made

on behalf of Israel. Rabbi Pear holds Rabbinical Ordination from Yeshiva University, a Juris Doctor

from NYU School of Law, and a degree in International Politics, Law and Security from Georgetown

University's School for Foreign Service. He is married to Dr. Rachel S.A. Pear and is the father of

four children.
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